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army and navy. And by whom have the prodigious
taxes been paid, the loans supplied, and money ad-
vanced upon all occasions ? By whom are the banks
and companies carried on, and on whom are the
customs and excises levied ? Have not the trade
and tradesmen borne the burden of the war ? And
do they not still pay four millions a year interest
for the public debts. On whom are the funds
levied, and by whom the public credit supported ?
Is not trade the inexhausted fund of all funds, and
upon which all the rest depend ?

As is the trade, so in proportion are the trades-
men ; and how wealthy are tradesmen in almost all
the several parts of England, as well as in London ?
How common is it to see a tradesman go off the
stage, even but from mere shopkeeping, with from
ten to forty thousand pounds' estate to divide among
his family! when, on the contrary, take the gentry
in England, from one end to the other, except a few
here and there, what with excessive high living,
which is of late grown so much into a disease, and
the other ordinary circumstances of families, we find
few families of the lower gentry, that is to say from
six or seven hundred a year downwards, but they
are in debt, and in necessitous circumstances, and a
great many of greater estates also.

On the other hand, let any one who is acquainted
with England, look but abroad into the several
counties, especially near London, or within fifty
miles of it; how are the ancient families worn out
by time and family misfortunes, and the estates
possessed by a new race of tradesmen, grown up
into families of gentry, and established by the im-
mense wealth gained, as I may say, behind the
counter; that is, in the shop, the warehouse, and
the counting-house.

How many noble seats, superior to the palaces of